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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]	To be good is to have or possess desirable qualities, beneficial or agreeable. Good is defined as moral excellence. Evil is extremely immoral or wicked. Good is portrayed in different ways and perspectives in the first book of the Bible, genesis. In the same ways, goodness is brought out in genesis evil has been shown too. This paper seeks to critically analyze good and evil in the book of genesis.
The first thing that comes to mind when we talk of the creation story is Adam, the father of the human race. After Adam was created God placed him in the Garden of Eden which was a paradise( De Jonge et, 1997). The garden dad tress of all kinds, rivers that is Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Phirat was flowing through it, it was a real definition of paradise. Furthermore, Adam was given the responsibility to name the animals and take care of paradise. The garden had everything desirable and beneficial such as fruits which made it to be a good place therefore goodness is portrayed through the garden.
	God gave Adam everything, fruits, and animal to give him company but Adam lacked a companion. The animals that Adam had were not good company to him that's the way God decided to give him a helper and a companion ( De Jonge et, 1997). God made Adam fall into a deep sleep, removed one of his ribs, and made Eve out of it. Eve was a companion to Adam so that he would not be lonely, Eve was also a helper to Adam. Good is shown in this case because a man got to have someone who will make it easier or possible for him to carry out things that were hard or impossible to do earlier on.
Knowledge is said to be power. Adam was instructed to it of any fruit in the garden apart from the tree in the middle of the garden. The serpent tricked Eve to eat the fruit and gave Adam some. The moment Adam ate the fruit they realize they were naked and they also knew things (Almond, 2008). In as much they received punishment for disobedience, their disobedience gave the human race a precious gift of knowledge. 
	We always think that a life where we do not have to work for anything is a good life, but is it a good life? A life where you wake up go to an apple tree and eat from it, at lunch, you take a banana and you slaughter a deer for supper. After Adam and Eve were thrown out of Eden they were cursed, Adam was cursed that he will have to sweat and toil do that the land could produce ( Almond, 2008) His curse was passed to generations up to this generation of ours and future generations too. That's why we have to wake up every morning to go to work, farmers have to plow the farms so that they can plant. This is a good thing because we usually get satisfied when we use the money that we have worked hard to earn to acquire things that we desire.
Giving thanks is a virtue. Sacrifices were offered in genesis as a way of giving gratitude to God. After Adam left the Garden of Eden, he was blessed with two sons Cain and Abel ( De jonge et, 1997) Cain was a farmer and Abel was a shepherd. They both used to offer sacrifice to God but God favored Abel's sacrifice because he used to offer the best of his produce. This is a clear portrayal of good.
Jacob's characters are pure portrayals of good. Jacob went to his uncle Laban and like one of his daughters Rachel. He was worked for his uncle for seven years so that he can marry Rachel but after those seven years, he was given Leah instead. Jacob worked for another seven years so that he will marry Rachel. Jacob was very patient and hardworking which is a clear exhibition of good.
	Everyone deserves a second chance no matter what they have done. Before God sent the floods, he requested Noah to build an ark and take in every animal in pairs, male and female. This was to ensure that the animals would reproduce and fill the world after the floods ( Lewis et, 1968). The flood came and wiped everything and everyone except the people and animals that were in the ark. God let Noah, other people, and animals in the ark live because He was giving the world a second chance.
Life is a gift and people desire to enjoy it as long as they can. In the book of Genesis, people lived for up to nine hundred years and others such as Methuselah who is the oldest person to live lived for nine hundred and sixty-nine years. The people lived long that they were able to enjoy time with their loved ones and guide the young ones. The long life in the book of genesis is a portrayal of good.
	Faith and humility are some good qualities, in genesis Abraham exhibit these characteristics that made God start a nation through him. Abraham's wife Sarah was barren and Abraham was 75 years old but God gave him a promise of blessing him with a son( Moberly et, 2000). Though the conditions were odd Abraham still believed in God's promises and after 25 years God fulfilled his promises and He blessed him with a son Isaac whom God used to raise a nation with, Israel. 
Profound immoral and wickedness is portrayed throughout the book of genesis. Adam was given the responsibility of taking care of the Garden of Eden that included Eve (Almond, 2008) It was his duty to tell Eve about the fruit in the middle of the garden and also ensure that he will not disobey those rules no matter the circumstances. ( De Jonge et, 1997). Moreover, Adam as the caretaker of the garden failed to perform his responsibility when he allowed himself to be convinced by Eve to eat the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden.
	Cain is considered to be the first murderer in the history of humankind. Not only is he the first murder but also the first person to be jealous. Cain was very jealous of his brother because God preferred his offering, his jealousy is what drove him to kill Abel (Mellinkoff et, 2003). Jealousy and murder are evil that is shown in the book of Genesis, through the story of Cain we get to see the evil.
The first account of disobedience is seen when Adam and Eve ate the fruit in the garden. God allowed Adam to eat everything in the garden apart from the fruit in the middle of the garden but the serpent tricked Eve to eat the fruit and Eve convinced Adam to eat the fruit (Almond, 2008). This made God punish them by sending them away from the garden to fend for themselves.
	It's very unfortunate for a person to live a short life, we desire to live long. After the floods during Noah's time, human life span was reduced ( Lewis et, 1968). People start to live a short life of about a hundred and twenty years. This is evil because life is a gift that people should enjoy for a very long time, therefore through the reduction of life span in the book of Genesis evil is portrayed.
Evil is evident in Noah's child Ham. After the floods, Noah grew a vineyard and started drinking wine from it. One day he was drunk and uncovered, his son Ham saw him and rushed to call his brother Shem and Japheth 
( Lewis et, 1968). The brother came with their eyes close and covered their father, Noah then blesses them but cursed Ham descendant to be servants of his brothers which is pure evil because the descendants receive punishment for a mistake they did not make.
	Evil is portrayed in its extreme in the book of genesis through Jacob. Jacob favored his wife Rachel over Leah and also favored sons born to him by Rachel. His character brought tension within his household that culminated in his most beloved son joseph to be sold by his elder brother. Joseph's brothers disliked him because he was really loved by their father that he even gave him a rich coat. His brother one day decided to kill him but one of them convinced the others to sell him and lie to their father that he was attacked by wild animals.
Conclusion
Good is evident and exhibited all through in the book of Genesis through actions, characters of people, events, and also through things. In as much as good is portrayed in the book, evil is also portrayed.
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